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(2) by startling and salluring book

{ opened today in the de Young Mu-

: son’s books in the early days of the:
- present century was the first -ime-
portant use of the picture Jjacket
and since that time it has ‘become
'&nmteg'ra.lpartofthabookanditar

: couectors now keep their jackets on
I the books and a first edition in per=-|i
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The Jacket
Makes the
Book

& —

T HAS been the opinion of this
department that best-sellers are
made (1) by authors’ reputations,

jackets and (3) -by accident. Prin-
cipally the latter,

In any event, however, a very i:n- ‘

teresting exhibition of book jackets

seum out in Golden Gate Park, ar-|
ranged by Mr. Lloyd Rollins. The|
museum had. hundreds of jackets
submitted to it and picked the most |
unusua.l '

-The exploiting of Harry Leon Wil-

‘mierchandising. This. is. g0 true. thati

‘fect condition is advertised as hav-
ing the original jacket as well as
being in the original binding. :

The planning of these poster-like

' covers, which are an American de-

velopment, is interesting. In a large
publishing house, the appearance of |
8 book is the first thing that is
studied after the manuscript is ac-
cepted: what size to make it, what
sort of a jacket it is to have, how it]
is to be presented to the public in|
advertising and promotion. The per-
fect book is one that gives a feeling
and impression on seeing it so that
no words are necessary to describe
to whom it will appeal. In & well
organized large publishing house the
jacket is the first thing discussed.
The art directors make up any-
where from two to ten tentative
sketches and layouts, sometimes|
completely done in color. These are
then submitted to an artist with a
layout of the ideas back of the book,
the thing the pubhsher is trying t.o
exXpress. .

‘Often-the- artist is-asked’ to rea.d
t.he book. The drawing then comes
in sketch form, is changed, correctad

| or accepted, and is then completed

in finished form. Sometimes when
the artist is-a very good poster artist,
not just an illustrator, he is allowed
to do the lettering,

Meny notable artists have done

‘| book jackets. Among those repre-

sented in the exhibition are Rock-
well Eent, Diego Rivera, Wanda Gag,
Zhenya Gay, Beth EKrebs Mortis,
Polly Hill, Vera Bock, Paul Wanck,
L. J. Ansbacher, Arthur Hawkins,
Frank McIntosh, Thomas W. Nason,
James Reid, A. M. Rutledge, Nat
Stanford L. Olsen. Mayna.ra
Ixon is represented by the jacket
of “Flowers of Our Lost Romance,”
by Charles F. Lummis. Van Deusen,
a San Francisco artist, is the dea-
signer of the jackets for “The Vell
of Menelaus,” by Alice Buchan, and
“Wild Rye,” by Muriel Hine. Stanley
Olsen, another San Franciscan, de-
signed the jacket for “Water,” by
Ruth Comfort Mitchell.




